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INTRODUCTION 
Dear Teachers, Parents, and Community Leaders,  

 Thank you for supporting arts education in SWFL!  

With your help, Florida Rep Education now reaches up-

wards of 31,000 students per year, and that number is 

growing every day. It is our mission to enrich the lives of 

young people with exceptional theatre experiences,  and 

we are looking forward to sharing The Cat in the Hat with 

you and your students. 

 Please use this study guide as a resource to  help 

your students explore the context of the story, make con-

nections to the performance, and complete activities that 

will deepen their learning.  

 We are thrilled to bring  The Cat in the Hat and all of 

his friends to life, and we hope you find this study guide to 

be a helpful resource.  

 

      Sincerely,  

      The Florida Rep Education Staff 
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CAST 

Patrick Mounce Mikey Reichert Sydney Torres Jake Berne  Tova Volcheck Genevieve  Tankosich 

Cat 

CREATIVE  TEAM 

EDUCATION TEAM 

Director   Natalie Novacek 

Tour/Stage Manager Anna McCullers 

Scenic Designer  Jordan Moore 

Scenic Charge  Charlotte Alcorn 

Sound Designer  Katie Lowe 

Costume Designer  Alex Vasquez 

Prop Artisan  Jesseca Terhaar 

Production Manager Tim Billman 

Technical Director  Drew Johnson  

 

Education Director  Kody C. Jones 

    KJones@floridarep.org 

Outreach Manager Anna McCullers 

    AMcCullers@floridarep.org 

Assistant  

Education Director   Christina DeCarlo 

    CDeCarlo@floridarep.org 

Education Intern  Skylar Ramsey  

Boy  Sally  Thing 1 /Kitten 1 Thing 2 / Kitten 2 Fish 
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Throughout his career, cartoonist and writer Dr. 

Seuss published over 60 books. His children's 

books like 'The Cat in the Hat' and 'Green Eggs 

and Ham' were some of his most famous works. 

 Theodor Seuss Geisel (March 2, 1904 to Sep-

tember 24, 1991), better known by his pen name 

Dr. Seuss, was a writer and cartoonist who published over 60 books. He 

published his first children's book, And to Think That I Saw It on Mul-

berry Street, under the name of Dr. Seuss in 1937. Next came a string 

of best sellers, including The Cat in the Hat and Green Eggs and Ham. 

His rhymes and characters are beloved by generations. 

 A major turning point in Geisel's career came when, in response to 

a 1954 LIFE magazine article that criticized children's reading levels, 

Houghton Mifflin and Random House asked him to write a children's 

primer using 220 vocabulary words. The resulting book, The Cat in 

the Hat, was published in 1957 and was described by one critic as a 

"tour de force." The success of The Cat in the Hat cemented Geisel's 

place in children's literature.  

 Dr. Seuss won numerous awards for his work, including the 1984 

Pulitzer Prize, an Academy Award, three Emmys and three Grammys.  

Biography from: www.biography.com 
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CHARACTER EXPLORATION 
Before seeing the play, read a few Dr. Seuss  stories to your class to introduce them to the 

many characters created by Dr. Seuss. Below is a list of other Dr. Seuss  titles: 

After reading, encourage your students to explore the different characters. Invite 

your students to either stand at their desk or stand in a circle. Have them discov-

er how each character might stand. What sort of posture do they have? How 

might each character sit? How might each character walk?  

Cat in the Hat Comes Back  

Daisy-Head Mayzie 

Dr. Seuss ABC  

Fox in Socks  

Green Eggs and Ham  

Hop on Pop  

Horton Hears a Who  

Oh, the Places You'll Go!  

PRE SHOW DISCUSSION 

1. How do you think the actor playing The Cat in the Hat will bring the character 

to life onstage? How will he use his voice, body, and imagination to show what 

he is saying, thinking, and feeling? How will he interact with other characters? 

2. How do you think the costume and scenic designer will bring the world of Dr. 

Seuss  from the page to the stage? What colors might they use in their designs?  

3. What does it mean to be responsible?  What happens if rules are broken? 

4. What do you do when it is raining outside? Hint: Think of an answer that 

doesn't  involve electronics.  

5. What are some examples of theatre etiquette that should be practiced while 

watching a performance? 
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Wacky Character  
Throughout his career, cartoonist and writer Dr. Seuss published over 60 books 

and created many wacky characters!  Create your very own wacky Dr. Seuss 

character using the template below. 

Name  _____________________________ 
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Wacky Character  
Imagine your character was going to be a in a play. What would your character’s 

costume look like? Draw a portrait of your character below. Once drawings are com-

pleted have the class show and tell their final character creations!  

Name  _____________________________ 
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Build the Cat’s Hat Tallest Tower 

Science 
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Science 

Build the Cat’s Hat Tallest Tower 

Name  _____________________________ 
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Science 

Build the Cat’s Hat Tallest Tower 

Name  _____________________________ 
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MAZE 
Help the Cat find his way to Thing 1 & Thing 2! 

Name  _____________________________ 
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Rhyme 

Name  _____________________________ 

There are many rhyming words in The Cat in the Hat. Fill the Cat’s hat with 

words that rhyme with “hat” and “cat”. Once you  fill the hat with rhyming 

words  create your very own  Dr. Seuss  rhyming sentences  on a separate 

sheet of paper! Once your sentences have been reviewed and checked by 

your teacher perform your sentences as if they were lines in a play!  



13 Florida Repertory Theatre   FloridaRepEducation.Org          239-332-4665 x 2041  

Cleaning up Machine Activity 

At the end of the play the CAT saves the day with his cleaning up machine! 

Create your very own cleaning up machine as a class or by splitting up into 

smaller groups! 

1.  Start with one student making a noise and a simple repeatable gesture. 

2.  When the student has a rhythm and another student has an idea for a 
movement which connects to the first gesture that student joins the first stu-
dent by making a new noise and movement which connects to the original 
gesture. 

3.  Each student joins in with a new noise and gesture and connects to the oth-

ers in some way until all students are involved in creating the machine. 
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Critical Review  
On a separate sheet of paper, write your own review of the performance. What did you 

like? What did you not like? Why?  Would you tell your friend to go see it? Try to incor-

porate the theatre vocabulary into your review. 

1. 1. RoleRole--  the character(s) played by an actor. 

2. 2. PropsProps--  items held by actors such as a rake or a cake. 

3. 3. ScriptScript--  the written words of a play the actors memorize their lines from. 

4. 4. ClimaxClimax--  the height and “changing point” of the story. 

5. 5. BlockingBlocking--  the physical movement of actors. Where they stand and when 

they move. 

6. 6. CostumesCostumes--  what the actors wear, including accessories such as a hat. 

7. 7. PlaywrightPlaywright-- the author of the play. 

8. 8. ImprovisationImprovisation--  acting without scripted lines. Similar to ad-libbing, mean-

ing to make something up on the spot. 

9. 9. Fourth WallFourth Wall--  the imaginary division between the audience and the ac-

tors. When actors speak directly to the audience, it is called “breaking the 

fourth wall.” 

10. 10. DialogueDialogue--  the words spoken between 2 or more characters. A conversa-

tion. 

11. 11. MonologueMonologue-- a series of lines spoken by one actor only. They may be 

speaking to another on stage character, or may be alone on stage. 

Theatre Vocabulary  
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POST SHOW DISCUSSION 

1. What was your favorite part of the play? Why? 

2. Who was your favorite character? Who was your favorite actor? Discuss the 

difference between characters and actors. Did your favorite actor happen to 

play your favorite character? 

3. Did the actors portray the characters in the way you imagined? How were the 

characters different onstage compared to in the book? How were they the 

same? 

4. What was your favorite prop that was used in the play? Hint: A prop is  an ob-

ject held by an actor such as a cake or a rake!  

5. What was the most exciting part of the play? Why do you think so? 

6. Recall the events in the story from beginning to end. How did each character 

contribute to what happened?  

7. Do you think the performance was effective? Why or why not? 

8. What was your favorite technical element in the play? The costumes, set, or 

sound? Explain your choice. Discuss the importance of each of these ele-

ments.  

9. Do you think the Boy and Sally were responsible when their mother was 

away? Why or Why Not? 

10.At the end of the play the Boy and Sally’s mother asks  “Did you have any 

fun? Tell me. What did you do?” The Boy then asks the audience “What 

would YOU do if your mother asked you? What would you tell your mother if 

the CAT had visited your house on that cold, cold, wet day? 
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MAKING CONNECTIONS 

LAFS.K12.R.4.10 
 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and profi-
ciently. 
LAFS.K12.L.3.6 
Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readi-
ness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering 
an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 
 

Dr. Seuss  

Character Exploration/Pre Show Discussion  

TH.K.F.1.1 
Pretend to be an animal by imitating its movements and sounds. 
TH.1.F.1.1  
Pretend to be an animal or person living in an imagined place. 
TH.2.C.2.2 
Describe how an actor in a play, musical, or film creates a character. 
LAFS.2.W.3.8 
Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a 
question. 
TH.3.O.1.1 
Describe how an actor creates a character. 
LAFS.3.W.3.8 
Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take 
brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories. 
TH.4.H.1.2 
Define how a character might react to a new set of circumstances in a given story. 
LAFS.4.W.3.8 
Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and 
digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 
TH.5.F.1.1 
Create a character based on a literary figure and respond to questions, posed by the audience, 
using information inferred in the story.  

http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/4226
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/4247
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/4252
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/5822
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/4285
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/4324


17 Florida Repertory Theatre   FloridaRepEducation.Org          239-332-4665 x 2041  

MAKING CONNECTIONS 

Wacky Character 

G.K12.4.3.2c 
Creative Methodology - Perform: Create original products using various inventive strategies. 
LAFS.K.SL.2.5 
Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail.  
LAFS.1.SL.2.5 
Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings.  
TH.2.F.1.1 
Create and sustain a character inspired by a class reading or activity.  
TH.3.S.3.2 
Use information gained from research to shape the creation of a character.  
VA.4.S.1.4 
Use accurate art vocabulary to discuss works of art and the creative process.  
VA.5.S.1.4 
Use accurate art vocabulary to communicate about works of art and artistic and creative pro-
cesses.  

Cat’s Hat Tallest Tower  
SC.K.N.1.4 
Observe and create a visual representation of an object which includes its major features.  
SC.1.N.1.3 
Keep records as appropriate - such as pictorial and written records - of investigations con-
ducted.  
SC.2.P.9.1 
Investigate that materials can be altered to change some of their properties, but not all ma-
terials respond the same way to any one alteration.  
SC.3.N.1.3 
Keep records as appropriate, such as pictorial, written, or simple charts and graphs, of inves-
tigations conducted. 
SC.4.N.1.8 
Recognize that science involves creativity in designing experiments  
SC.5.N.1.3 
Recognize and explain the need for repeated experimental trials.  



18 Florida Repertory Theatre   FloridaRepEducation.Org          239-332-4665 x 2041  

MAKING CONNECTIONS 

Maze 
G.K12.5.2.1b 
Problem Solving - Understand: Recognize and emulate effective implementation of creative 
problem solving skills.  
G.K12.4.3.2g 
Creative Methodology - Perform: Apply appropriate methodologies for problem solving 
based on their usefulness. 

Rhyme 

WL.K12.NM.1.5 
Demonstrate understanding of simple rhymes, songs, poems, and read aloud stories.  
LAFS.K.RF.2.2 
Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 

1. Recognize and produce rhyming words. 
2. Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words. 
3. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words. 
4. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in three-

phoneme (consonant-vowel-consonant, or CVC) words. (This does not include CVCs ending 
with /l/, /r/, or /x/.) 

Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words to make new 
words. 
LAFS.1.RF.2.2 
Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 

1. Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words. 
2. Orally produce single-syllable words by blending sounds (phonemes), including consonant 

blends. 
3. Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken single-

syllable words. 
Segment spoken single-syllable words into their complete sequence of individual sounds 
(phonemes). 
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MAKING CONNECTIONS 

Machine 

DA.K.O.3.1 
Use movement to express a feeling, idea, or story.  
DA.1.S.1.2 
Explore how body parts move by using imitation and imagery.  
DA.2.S.1.1 
Demonstrate basic movement through kinesthetic exploration.  
DA.3.O.3.1 
Translate words, pictures, or movements into dance to express ideas or feelings.  
DA.4.S.1.1 
Create movement sequences that are personally meaningful and/or express an idea.  
DA.5.S.1.4 
Use kinesthetic awareness to respond to shared movement with one or more dancers.  

Critical Review/ Post Show Discussion  

TH.K.C.2.1 
Respond to a performance and share personal preferences about parts of the perfor-
mance.  
TH.1.C.3.1 
Share opinions about selected plays.  
TH.2.C.1.1 

Describe a character in a story and tell why the character is important to the story. 
TH.3.C.1.2 
Watch a play and describe how the elements of light, costumes, props, and sound influ-
ence the mood of the production. 
TH.4.C.3.1 
Identify the characteristics of an effective acting performance. 
TH.5.S.1.3 
Evaluate a performance, using theatre terminology, and articulate emotional responses 
to the whole and parts of dramatic performances.  

http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/4249
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/4273
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/4306


20 Florida Repertory Theatre   FloridaRepEducation.Org          239-332-4665 x 2041  

REFERENCES 
https://www.biography.com/people/dr-seuss-9479638 

http://www.cpalms.org/ 

https://www.librarything.com/topic/32767 

http://printables.atozteacherstuff.com/1934/hat-printables-for-dr-seuss-cat-in-the-hat-or-just-hats/ 

https://teachersherpa.com/template/Dr-Seuss-STEMBuild-the-Cats-Hat-Tallest-Tower/823067c9-0ed1-4e51-

bc25-d8ade0fec48b/details?authorName=TheVirtualTeacher&afmc=1dff9279-3f2a-4ead-a40f-546b3e9584f3 

https://teachersherpa.com/template/My-Silly-Seuss-Character/c866564b-4e6c-421d-983a-f23da9c9019a/

details?authorName=TheVirtualTeacher&afmc=1dff9279-3f2a-4ead-a40f-546b3e9584f3 

Seuss, Dr. The Cat in the Hat. New York City: Random House Children's, 1957. Print.  

Mitchell, Katie  Dr.Seuss’s The Cati n the Hat, The Royal National Theatre 2009, Musical Theatre  International  

Check out Florida Rep Education’s Middle School and  

High School Theatre for Young Audience productions! 


